Amold Zable was bom in New Zeatand
and gresw up in the inner Meloume suburh
of Carton. He atiended Melbourns
University and Columbia University, and
has travelled axtensively in tha USA,
Eurapa and Asm. Formary a acheer in the
Asts Taculty at Melbourns University, Amnakd
Zabia s now a Tnestanca writer and teacher
of creative wiling. He i well-known as a
dynarnic and compeiling storyleller, with &
tremendous abiily 10 engaps his sudience.
Arnold Zable is the author of Jewels and
Ashes, which lraces hes search for his
farnily and culture, and Calé Scheharazade
a nowel thal roams babwean past and
presant, Australia and Eunapa.

Ruth Hellier ives in 8 house cafed
Plumirea Coltage in Victona's Weslem
Dwstnct. She has worked in the welfane
indusiry and a5 information colecior and
caliator, plus mary lowly pasd clenical
positans all of whach gave har background
for the maany shor stores and estays that
she has wntten, Known as 2 woman with a
social conscience, Ruth wriles requiarty for
the Hamilion Spectator and enjoys being
knovwm as a “stimar” and “red ragger”. Fluth
15 back at he Book Far Debale by poputar
demand

Rob Barfus has, until recenify, been editor
writer wilh Pon Fairy's Moyne Gazetie. Rob
15 wll-kncrwn In hocal govemimant cindias as
CEQ of the Municipal Association of
Viclorna

Lynna Strahan - poel [author Mistonan’
gardener. Lyning has wiithan several books
including hestorias of Williamsbown and
Mahwern. ‘Stone musc” which featunes
Lynne's poalry and husband Brian Dunlop's

pamnbngs was publshed recantly. Another
book. based on Lynne's gardersng column
as her alter ago, Rugosa | will be published
by Penguin later thes year. She ves to the
west of Port Fairy in 8 house surounded by
an exguisite gardan.

Barry Jones was Member for Lalor in
faderal parliament from 1877-1958, and
bedare that a Viclonan Stale MP for many
years. He was also Fedaral Prasident of the
Australian Labor Party until recen Simes,
Author of Sleepers, wake | a clarion call o
Austrafians about the futsne of the country,
Barry Jones has been part of this couniry’s
culfure for many years. He is remembered
for his appearances on BP Pick-a-Box bul is
kriawn and respacted in latier imes as an
hanest pokioan, great thenker and
Ausiralian Republican

Christina Hindhaugh lives in “red gum’
coundry in Vicloria's west with her farmer
husband . Her books include, Life wasn'l
meant io ba easy | about her sster | Tamie
Fraser) , | Love a Sunburnd Torso, For
Better, For Worse, and For Lunch. She i
well-known as a public speaker and lravels
around Ausiralia spaaking abaut her life and
boaks. Her latest book, The Greatl Herb
Touwr introduces the raader b herb growers
all around the globe. From wanm hospitality
in America to grand chateaus in France 1ha
book reveals much about e growers and
the plants they love, Told with a farge
helping of wit

Peter McFarlane, from Adelaide, has withan
both poetry and Scon for younger readers,
inciuding: A Book io Write Poams By, Doing
Bombers off the Jetty, Blue Light Clear Aloms
Among Ants, Between Bees Young Readers,
{all published by Hamper

Coling) Rebecca the Wrecker, Batty the
Bailoon Busier, Bruce the Goose, Soula thi
Ruler, The Tin House, Bombar Boy,
Calastrophe Jones, The Flea, Lowebied, The
Enemy you Kifed, More than a Game, [all
pubisshad by Penguin) A of Wiiting and
Exploring the Wiiler's Craft Books 1 and 2 (on
the writing of fichion). Paler has maved from
wnlrg poelry bownlng hobon for youngar
WEErs. Fe cLsmenty Spenas a jof of Brme in
rurming workshops n both poatry and ickion
and has been doing the authar tali with ks of
vanations al anound Australia for the last few
yiars. Paler loves the coast of Austraka, in
particular Por Elicl

Simon Griffiths has established himself as
a beading phalographes cfga-duns. food
and interices. His work includes collabora-
tionts with Paul Bangay (The Defined
Garden : The Garden Design of Paul
Bangay), Susan Inine (Rose Gardens of
Australa), Maggie's Table (Maggie Beaer)
and Sarah Guest (Gardens of Australia)
and many others, Simon gamed a Bachalor
of Aris degree in Pholography in 1989, He
has traveled extensively and his work takes
him all around the world s well &5 ko the
mora remole areas of this country. Of
spacial inbares! 1o Por Fainy and distnct
residents is the fact that Simon s a
descendand of Jonathan Griffiths, an earky
pEonser in the town. [Gnlfihs lsland &
mamixd afles his son, John)

Joan wan Loon Joan Van Loon is a well-
ki Childeees widier, Hed hook, -'-r.p:r\-g
can cook, written with chef Gabriel Gate
and Chanlal Stewarl has helped many
young cooks. | |t wan an awand f00.) Her
ofnher books nclude White Cockatoos, and
Tha choonlats kovers - the latter also with
Gabiel Gata
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